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  Needham School Committee 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021  6:30 p.m. 

Next School Committee Meeting:  Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Broadcast on the Needham Channel municipal and HD channels, live stream at:  https://needhamchannel.org 

Meeting accessible for Public Comments via Zoom Webinar:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84428626482?pwd=M0VRN2w3ams5SEZoblF4OTBFRVpOZz09 

Webinar ID: 844 2862 6482 Passcode: 946950  Or iPhone one-tap : US: +13017158592 

 

6:30 p.m. Public Comments 

6:40 p.m. School Committee Chair and Subcommittee Updates 

6:45 p.m. Superintendent’s Comments 

6:50 p.m. Consent Items 

1. Approve Minutes of the Meeting of December 15, 2020  

2. Approve FY21 Budget Transfers 

 

Discussion Items 

6:50 p.m. Needham High School Student Advisory to the School Committee 

Report 

7:20 p.m. Newman School Improvement Plan 

8:00 p.m. Update on Student Learning    

8:40 p.m. School Committee Comments  

   Information Items 

• Needham Public Schools Environmental Project 

• Accountants’ Report on Student Activity Funds Procedures:  

June 30, 2020 

    

 

https://needhamchannel.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84428626482?pwd=M0VRN2w3ams5SEZoblF4OTBFRVpOZz09


 
 

  
Needham School Committee 

March 2, 2021 

A school and community partnership that • creates excited learners • inspires excellence • fosters integrity. 

 
 
Agenda Item: Public Comments  
 
 
 
Background Information: 
 
• The School Committee Chair will offer the opportunity for the public to 

speak to the School Committee on issues not on the agenda. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  
Needham School Committee 

March 2, 2021 

A school and community partnership that • creates excited learners • inspires excellence • fosters integrity. 

 
 
Agenda Item: School Committee Chair and Subcommittee Updates 
 
 
Background Information: 
 
• The Chair and subcommittee members may offer brief updates on issues not 

on the agenda. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the School Committee available for comment: 
 
Andrea Longo Carter, Chair 
Connie Barr, Vice-Chair 
Heidi Black 
Michael Greis 
Susan Neckes 
Aaron Pressman 
Matthew Spengler 
Aidan Michelow, Student Representative member of School Committee 
 
 



 
 

  
Needham School Committee 

March 2, 2021 

A school and community partnership that • creates excited learners • inspires excellence • fosters integrity. 

 
 
Agenda Item: Superintendent’s Comments 
 
 
Background Information: 
 
Superintendent Daniel E. Gutekanst will apprise the School Committee of 
events, information, and matters of interest not on the agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  
Needham School Committee 

March 2, 2021 

A school and community partnership that • creates excited learners • inspires excellence • fosters integrity. 

 
 
Agenda Item: Consent Agenda 
 

1. Approve Minutes of the Meeting of December 15, 2020  
2. Approve FY21 Budget Transfers 

 
Chair: “Does anyone wish to remove any item from the consent agenda?” 
 
If none removed: 
 
“There being no objection, these items are adopted by unanimous consent.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





































































Breakout Group Discussion

13

Consider conversations you might currently have with your children about 
the main themes in the upper grade lessons:
● Inclusion
● Activism 
● Immigration
● Multiculturalism 

Think of discussing these themes in a national as well as a local context. 

Round 1: What has gone well in those experiences? 

Round 2: What has been challenging with your family’s conversations 
about race, and how would you like to develop these conversations based 
on what you’ve learned tonight?



Whole Group Discussion

14

✘ Breakout Group Share

✘ Closing Reflection: How does the 
Racial Literacy Curriculum 
respond to the needs of our 
community? What feedback 
would you like to share? 



Participant Responses

15

❖ Approximately 35 participants, including School Advisory 
Council

❖ K-5 representation
❖ 50% of participants reported feeling “confident” when 

discussing race with their child(ren); 50% reported feeling 

“okay” when discussing race

❖ 83% of participants appreciated hearing about:

➢ NPS Equity work underway

➢ Students sharing work as a result of the curriculum

❖ 100% of participants appreciated talking with other parents 

and educators about how to discuss race with their children

❖ Participants reported wanting to have further conversations 

about:

➢ Talking about race at various ages

➢ Supporting school experiences and activities about race 

at home



 
 

  
Needham School Committee 

March 2, 2021 

A school and community partnership that • creates excited learners • inspires excellence • fosters integrity. 

 
 
Agenda Item: Discussion 
 
Update on Student Learning 

 
 
Background Information: 
 

• The Superintendent will provide another update on student learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Person(s) Available for Presentation: 
 
Daniel Gutekanst, Superintendent of Schools 
 
 



 
 

  
Needham School Committee 

March 2, 2021 

A school and community partnership that • creates excited learners • inspires excellence • fosters integrity. 

 
 
Agenda Item: School Committee Comments 
 
Background Information: 
 
 
• Members of the School Committee will have an opportunity to report on 

events, information, and matters of interest not on the agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the School Committee available for comment: 
 
Andrea Longo Carter, Chair 
Connie Barr, Vice-Chair 
Heidi Black 
Michael Greis 
Susan Neckes 
Aaron Pressman 
Matthew Spengler 
Aidan Michelow, Student Representative member of School Committee 
 
 



 
 

  
Needham School Committee 

March 2, 2021 

A school and community partnership that • creates excited learners • inspires excellence • fosters integrity. 

 
 
Agenda Item: Information Items 

• Needham Public Schools Environmental Project 
• Accountants’ Report on Student Activity Funds Procedures:  

June 30, 2020 
 



 
 
February 2021 

Solar Parking Canopy 
 
Parking lots are great locations for solar PV in a community like Needham. Like solar panels on 
schools and homes, solar parking canopies increase our supply of renewable energy, reduce our 
dependence on fossil fuels, support local jobs and contribute to Massachusetts’ statewide goal of 
net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. But solar parking canopies have other benefits – like 
providing parking sheltered from rain, snow and the hot summer sun. 

 
Those benefits explain why you’re seeing 
solar canopies in so many places – from 
large commercial lots (REI in Framingham 
and Logan Airport), to school parking lots in 
nearby communities (Lincoln-Sudbury, 
Natick & Wayland). 
 
Early this year, the Needham High School 
Environmental Club met with Green 

Needham Chair and School Committee member Michael Greis to explore getting solar installed at 
Needham High School. While the building itself isn’t a great candidate, the students were 
enthusiastic about the possibility of a solar canopy for the High School parking lot, an idea Green 
Needham first surfaced several years ago – and more recently suggested to them by Principal 
Aaron Sicotte. 
 
Inspired by their commitment, Green Needham has kicked off a project – with the 
Environmental Club in a lead role – to get a solar parking canopy installed at Needham High 
School. Needham High School uses the most electricity of any town building. A solar parking 
canopy there could generate 25% or more of the building’s electricity. The canopy could be 
installed by a developer using a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) structure – similar to the one 
used for the RTS solar array – more quickly and without a capital expenditure by the Town. 
 
The High School is not the only potential location for a solar canopy, however.  The initial 
assessment also showed that the Newman School had potential nearly equivalent to that at the 
High School. The project’s goals are to install solar canopies at one or both of these sites, and 
- leading by example –at other town-owned and privately-owned lots. 
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